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The subject to which I have the honour of drawing the attention of your Society will possess a peculiar interest in your eyes from the fact that it is directly connected with the name of one so justly memorable as Sir James Simpson. It will command this interest at least, that it purports to bring before you and before the profession the facts known to myself in connection with the latter researches of Sir James Simpson in the direction of " obstetric anaesthesia," and I cannot but hope that it may be in the power of others to supplement these by many other observations. I deeply regret that the few facts here narrated could not be brought collectively under the cognizance of his master-mind, and that I was not permitted to take counsel of his mature experience as thoughts forced themselves upon me during the prosecution of these researches.
When chloral was brought before the profession, Sir James was foremost in prosecuting inquiry into its therapeutic value. I do not know whether he had applied it in private obstetric practice, but Before proceeding further, I will reserve Cases I., IV., VI., VII., VIII., XI., for future discussion, and confine my remarks for the moment to Cases II., III., V., IX., X., which formed the groundwork of my experimentation.
In Cases II., V., X., 
